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Steve Ballmer 
Steve Ballmer served as CEO of Microsoft from 2000 to 2014, leading the company 

through a period of immense growth and transformation. Under his leadership, 

Microsoft diversified its offerings, entered the cloud computing space with Azure, and 

strengthened its position as a dominant player in the consumer and enterprise 

technology markets. 

Steve joined Microsoft in 1980 as employee No. 30 and the company’s first business 

manager. Throughout his tenure, Steve was known for his dynamic leadership style and 

intense passion for the company. 

After stepping down as CEO, Steve shifted his focus toward philanthropy and sports. In 

2014, he purchased the Los Angeles Clippers. He established the Ballmer Group in 2015 

and has contributed millions of dollars to address systemic challenges in education, 

housing, health, and employment. He also founded USAFacts, a nonpartisan nonprofit 

that promotes transparency and accountability in government. 


